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Involvement of Amygdala in the Emotional Processng of Pan HUANG Jin, KANG Xiao-Zheng,
LUO Fei (Neuroscience Ressarch Institute Peking U niversity, Beijing 100083)

Abstract This review will discuss the recent studies about the ole of anygdala in pain processing Pain
has a strong enotional component, and the amygdala plays amajor role in emotional behaviours An in-
creasing number of evidences mplicated the anygdala in the process of pain encoding and modulation

Amygdalamay integrate the nociceptive infomation fran the inal cord and the trigeminal nucleuswith
infomation of other senry modalities from thalanic and cortical areas, and generate the enotional reac-
tions and the behavioral repponses of pain On the other hand, anygdala may al® be inwlved in pain
modulation through connectionswith periaquiductal gray (PAG), rostral ventromedial medulla (RVM) ,
and other brain stem areas
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