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[ Abstract |

relationship, and playing pattern between autistic children and normal children.

Objective ~ To explore the difference in childhood separation events, intimate parent-child
Methods In this unconditional case-
control study, the case group was composed of 116 children who were diagnosed as autism spectrum disorder ( ASD)
according to the Diagnostic and Statistical Manual of Mental Disorders, Fourth Edition (DSM-IV). A total of 92 gender-
matched normal children were selected as controls. All the children in the two groups were assessed with self-designed
questionnaires about childhood growth environmental factors for children. Results The case group had higher proportion
in “separation from parents” (18.1% vs 6.5% ), “not play with other children” (91.4% vs 32.6% ), and “play with
children of the opposite sex” (20.7% vs 6.5% ), but lower proportion in “intimate behavior” (21.8% vs 47.8% ) than

¢

the control group. Girls were more likely to have autism experiences “separation from parents” than boys (36.8% vs

14.4%).

proportion of parent-child intimate behavior, and families with girls are even more obvious. Autistic children also showed an

Conclusion The families with autistic children had higher proportions of childhood separation event but lower

abnormal playing pattern with unknown children, with a decline on playing with the children of the same sex.

[ Key words]  Autism spectrum disorder ( ASD);  Separation event; Intimate behavior;  Gender preference
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